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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



[Reports to the Surgeon-General Public Health and Marine-Hospital Service.] 

Professor Virchow'' s pathologic- anatomical museum. 

[By W. Havelburg, M. D., late Sanitary Inspector U. S. M. H. S. at Eio de Janeiro.] 

On October 13, 1901, Prof. Budolph Virchow completed his eightieth 
year. This event was made the occasion for a gathering of representa- 
tives from all the civilized countries of the world to do him honor ; and 
it may readily be understood that the medical world was well to the 
fore in thankfully acknowledging Virchow's great achievements. 

Instead, however, of receiving at this age, merits, the reward of his 
work dedicated to mankind, the celebrant accomplished by a mighty 
creation, which affords to scientific circles as well as to the general pub- 
lic an endless mass of useful instruction, and which was made accessible 
on this occasion, a further achievement, which, with his mighty epoch- 
making scientific work, will render this distinguished and learned man 
immortal. This was the foundation of a pathological museum. A 
similar institute of the same nature does not exist in the world, and the 
well-known and doubtless as prominent Musee Dupuytren in Paris, in 
comparison with Virchow's creation, is but a fragment. The patholog- 
ical museum will become for medical men a scientific place of pilgrimage 
and each one may derive his instruction therefrom, whether he be occu- 
pied in practical work as a medical man, or whether his mind be 
directed toward the general standpoints of medicine, as investigator or 
as guardian of the sanitary conditions in the state. It is, therefore, 
permissible to send in a short account for these pages in order to make 
known to the readers of the same, particularly to the medical readers, 
the existence of this new pathological museum. 

Virchow's political activity necessitated his giving up in 1849, at 27 
years of age, his duty as prosector of the great Hospital of the Charite\ 
which at the same time serves the university clinics. He was, however, 
appointed to the professorship of pathological anatomy in Wiirzburg, 
and returned thence in 1856 to Berlin as professor. Since that time 
he has collected and preserved the vast and scientifically interesting 
material of the completed sections and provided each preparation with 
a superscription. Thus is a treasure of 23,066 preparations accumu- 
lated and set up in a museum. A small article about the collection 
has been published by Virchow, and he says there that the greater por- 
tion of the preparations belong to the most recent time, but many a 
valuable piece has been preserved for a decade, and even for longer. For 
example, the dried preparations of intestines of the first cholera epi- 
demic in Berlin (1832) date from a time when methods of preserving 
were not very perfect. In the division devoted to military surgery, 
bone preparations are to be found, one, of the wars which Prussia led 
in the eighteenth century, particularly under Frederick the Great ; one, 
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of the war with Napoleon I, and, further, one, of the battles of 1864, 
I860, 1870, and 1871. 

As preserving fluid, spirits are essentially employed. But in late 
years a more complicated fluid has taken its place, the so called 
Kaiserling method, which consists in the use of formalin, in the after 
treatment of the preparations with alcohol, and in preservation in a 
watery solution of glycerin and acetate of potassium. In this manner 
the natural color, preeminently the blood red, is retained in the prepa- 
rations. Thus exist in the museum the most instructive preparations 
concerning the anatomical changes in tuberculosis, apoplexy, intestinal 
complaints, etc. 

That portion of the collection which is open to the view of the general 
public is found in the first and second stories of the splendid building. 
The cases contain the following exhibits, recorded according to the 
order of the rooms : Deformities of the limbs, hypertrophies of the bones, 
plaster casts, ecchondromata, anomalies of the pelvis, exostoses, perios 
teal inflammation, caries and necrosis of bones and joints, diseases of the 
joints of both pelvis and leg; veterinary diseases, abnormalities in 
horns; diseases of the liver and gall bladder; age and pressure 
changes in bone and all varieties of bone disease ; abnormal twin for 
mations, hemicephaloids, veterinary abnormalities, harelips, congenital 
hernia and tumors, spin bifida, placental anomalies, placental moles, 
sirens, etc; gall, intestinal, and urinary stones; diseases of the brain, 
spinal cord, and the membranes ; of the kidneys and suprarenals, blad- 
der, omentum, peritoneal cavity, spleen, liver, intestine, stomach, and 
pancreas. 

Particularly well arranged are the tubercular diseases in the 
various cabinets, more especially those of the spleen, the omentum, 
peritoneum, liver, stomach, intestines, bones, genital organs, brain, 
spinal cord, kidneys, suprarenals and bladder. Especially well pre- 
served in both form and color are the lung preparations. Then follow 
the tubercular lesions of the heart, glands (scrofula), and larynx, tuber- 
cular lesions of animals, miliary tuberculosis, and caseous hepatization 
of the lung. 

Next come exhibits of tropical and foreign diseases, elephantiasis, 
madura-foot, leprosy, and wax models from Hawaii, out of Dr. Arning's 
collection, leprosy from Grenada and also from Germany. 

Following these are the diseases of the skin, anomalies of the sternum, 
a selection of malignant tumors and of intoxications, diseases of the 
larynx, the female genitals, the teeth, syphilis of the various organs, 
diseases of heart and vessels, of bone, and cartilage. 

Next are to be seen the collection of hydrocephaloids, cephalone, 
skulls of various peoples, animal parasites, echinococcus, trichina, cys- 
licercus, various worms, tapeworms, etc., vegetable parasites, thrush, 
actinomyces, etc. 

Next we find artificially deformed skulls, abnormalities of the skull, 
sutures, and skullbase ; then shot and cut injuries of the bone, changes 
due to phosphorus, gout, arthritis nodosa, cephalsematomata, osteo- 
malacia, and rickets. 

Out of the collection of skeletons may be mentioned: Syphilitic 
changes, fractures, acromegaly, osteomalacia, microcepaly, nano- 
cephaly ; race skeletons (dwarfs, negritos, platycnemian, neolithidiian); 
atrophy of the bones and exostoses, deformities of the vertebral col- 
umn, and amputation slumps. 

Further are exhibited wax models of giants, akromegales, and tailed 
human beings. 
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So much is open to the general public. In the third, fourth, and 
fifth stories of the building are special collections for the more exact 
study of students and doctors. 

Beside these are the diseases of the blood, the peculiarities of the leu- 
cocytes, the malarial plasmodia, and other cell-inclusions in beautiful 
pictures, exhibited in specially revolving stands (tourniquets). It is 
just this portion of the collection which allows one to observe on pic- 
tures what with the naked eye one otherwise can not see, and the 
number of these figures might still be further enlarged. The erection 
of a very fine auditorium specially arranged for the demonstration of 
projection views is a guarantee that the instruction will be arranged 
for the laity, as well as for specialists. 

How thoroughly throughout and in what minute detail the pathologi- 
cal museum has been placed can be seen by the fact that besides the 
apartments for the director, assistants, and draftsman, microphotOT 
graphic rooms have been built, workrooms for the mounting of prepara- 
tions and their temporary conservation, even a bathroom for the 
laboratory attendants is to be found. 

Self-dependent as in certain respects this new pathological museum 
is, it yet stands in organic and local connection with the pathological 
institute, which, like the whole Hospital of the Charity, will be remod- 
eled in compliance with modern demands, and will also in a short time 
be rebuilt in new and more splendid form. Besides the relation which 
exists between the pathological institute and the clinical divisions of 
the hospital, because the necropsis are performed there, various physi- 
cal, clinical, and bacteriological sections will be added separately in the 
new institute for scientific purposes. All this has been already taken 
in hand according to plaus of the old master Virchow. 

It will be readily understood that these magnificent scientific institu- 
tions will be extraordinarily conducive to medical knowledge, and 
serviceable to its adepts, and that for all specialists from near and far 
this foundation of "Virchow, the result of his busy life, will form a form 
of pilgrimage. 

It has been much discussed whether the teaching of general principals 
in medical subjects serves a purpose or not. It has been stated that 
such teaching is conducive to quackery. However, the way in which 
Virchow would work upon the laity through the collection in the 
pathological museum excludes this fear. Moreover, the collection is 
just so arranged as to give the laity an idea what assiduous and searching 
work the study of morbid processes demands, and how those, knowingly 
or not, deceive the patients, who assert that they have in their ostensible 
various methods of treatment anything like a means of universal cure. 
That which is brought to view is intended to work educationally upon 
the onlooker. Therein lies a suggestion towards the furtherance of 
which the pathological museum can work far beyond the boundaries of 
the medical world for public and private care of health. That this is 
no theoretical supposition is proved to me by the fact that during my 
visits to the museum I have repeatedly met a lay public who admired 
with evident interest the objects of the museum. The visitors to the 
museum were very numerous, especially considering that the museum 
is still new, and that its existence is not yet brought into general knowl- 
edge. But there is no doubt that at a time well within sight the 
pathological museum will form one of the many sights which exercise 
an attraction upon the visitors to the German capital. This means a 
step forward in the development of the whole of medicine, and in the 



August 29, IKK 1980 

event of this example being followed, it should lead in a national way 
to a step forward in the care of health, conditional upon a higher under- 
standing, among doctors and public, of pathological conditions. 

W. Havelburg. 

Arrival at Reedy Island Quarantine of vessels from West Indian ports. 

Reedy Island Quarantine, 
via Port Penn, Del., August 17, 1902. 
Sir : Through the medical officer in command of national quarantine 
service on Delaware Bay and Eiver, I have the honor to report the 
arrival at this station of the following vessels : 

August 10, steamship Manhanset. from Matanzas, with sugar; no 
passengers ; bill of health signed by Assistant Surgeon Von Ezdorf. 
August 12, steamship Donald, from Banes, with fruit ; no passengers ; 
Ouban bill of health signed by Quarantine Officer Bico. August 14, 
schooner Dora Mathews, from Havana, with scrap iron ; no passengers ; 
bill of health signed by Surgeon Glennnn. August 15, schooner Tyree, 
from Cardenas, with scrap iron; no passengers; Cuban bill of health 
signed by Quarantine Officer Saez. August 16, steamship Alabama, 
from Santiago de Cuba, with iron ore; no passengers; bill of health 
signed by Acting Asst. Surg. Richard Wilson. 

Respectfully, T. F. Bichardson, 

Assistant Surgeon, In Command. 

Baltimore, Mb., August 28, 1902. 
Sir : I have to report the arrival of the following vessels at this port 
for the week ended this day : British steamship Lmcluden, from Daiquiri, 
with ore ; British steamship Saint Oswald, from Santiago de Cuba, with 
ore ; Norwegian steamship Sanna, from Daiquiri, with ore ; British 
steamship Hestia, from Daiquiri, with ore. 

Respectfully, N. A. Ryan, 

Collector. 

REPORTS FROM THE MEXICAN BORDER. 

HI Paso, Tex., August 16, 1902 — Inspection service. — I have the honor to 
submit herewith summary of transactions at this station for the ■week 
ended August 16, 1902 Inspection of Mexican Central Railroad pas- 
sengers, 163 ; inspection of Rio Grande and Pacific Railroad passengers, 
22 ; inspection of immigrants, 124 ; disinfection of soiled linen imported 
for laundry work, 514 pieces ; disinfection of baggage of passengers ten 
days out from Vera Cruz, 10 pieces. 

Notice in Public Health Repokts of August 1, 1902, "weekly 
report from El Paso, Tex., July 19, 1902," inspection of immigrants, 

, has probably been omitted by oversight, should read, "inspection 

of immigrants, 235." * E. Alexander, 

Acting Assistant Surgeon. 

Laredo, Tex.. August 17, 1902 — Inspection service. — I have the honor to 
submit following inspection report for week ended August 16, 1902: 
Number of passenger trains entering from Mexico inspected, 14 ; persons 
on trains entering from Mexico inspected. 501 ; immigrants inspected 
49; immigrants vaccinated upon entry, 11 August 14, L immigrant 
certified for deportation and deported suffering from lupus of the face. 

H. J. Hamilton, 
Acting Assistant Surgeon. 



